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DESCRIPTION

Pooch will be an online magazine with changing editorial content.  The main purpose of the site -- (despite this being not apparent to the user) -- is to generate a list of email addresses and other contact information to serve as leads for a later solicitation for the launch of a related print magazine.  (Yes, sadly, this is ultimately about commerce.)

Each weekly "issue" will consist of a feature article, along with additional other articles, all organized by department.  Facilities to browse and search articles from past issues will be provided.

Enticing visitors to go beyond the editorial product and identify themselves is the main point of all of this.  Two methods are planned to accomplish this goal: 1) the offering of a free Pooch e-newsletter, and 2) an opportunity to buy selected Pooch products.  Both will be featured prominently on most pages of the site.

Another method is contemplated as a possible addition to the site: participation in a bulletin-board type sharing of stories, questions, and advice. I have some hesitation about this concept, first because it requires oversight to ensure the submissions conform to the standards of good taste.  In addition, I believe that users should be allowed to use a pseudonym in their postings, to protect them from spam and other intrusions.  As a result, obtaining the email address of each participant is difficult to justify.  In any case, I anticipate that this facility will at best be a future addition to the site and not a part of the current implementation.

[Note: Although the plan for this website is based on an actual real-life endeavor, both the title and subject matter have been changed to protect the confidentiality of the real thing.  In implementing this site as a class project, I intend to concentrate on functionality and programming, not the editorial product.  Which is to say that I will not be providing true weekly content, just an approximation of that.  In addition, there will be no actual e-newsletter, just the gathering of addresses and associated information to enable it.]

MAJOR SITE AREAS

A persistent logo and tab menu will appear at the top of all pages, providing links to the major areas of the site.  Most pages will also contain a navigation column along the left, featuring a more detailed selection of the available features.

Home

This is the table of contents for the current issue.  It contains the opening paragraphs and a picture from the lead article, and has links to the full text of all the articles in the issue.  Of course, it also contains links to all other areas of the site, both through the tab menu at the top, and the navigation column at the left.

Current Issue

This page is a template for displaying one full article from the current issue, as selected from the Home Page.  It will also allow the user to "page" through all the articles in the current issue.  Depending on the final design of this page, it may also hold direct links to each other article in the current issue.

Archives

Facilities to both browse and search back articles will be provided here, with options to confine the activities and/or sort the results by department or issue date range.  Selecting an article from those listed will display the full text of that article.

Pooch Store

Just a couple of Pooch articles will be offered for sale here.

E-Newsletter

This area will allow visitors to sign up for receipt of an e-newsletter, or to change their existing newsletter profile.  In addition to obtaining email addresses, the sign-up process will also be used to obtain some limited information about the interests of the subscribers.

FULFILLING COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Well-structured HTML will be used throughout the site, with CSS providing a common style on all pages.  Tables will be used extensively to define the physical layout of most (or probably all) pages.

Frames, (not my favorite thing), will be used in the Browse/Search areas of the site.

Javascript will be used for validation of the forms used in both the Pooch Store and E-Newsletter area, and possibly for some aspects of navigation and/or fun effects.

I am interested in creating this site with as much Perl CGI-enabled content as possible.  In particular, I intend to keep the article content separate from the design of the display, to reduce future site maintenance.  The Browser/Search facilities will, of course, also make use of server-side programming.
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