Site Description

The web site for my final project is called Contractor Central.  This web site will provide two main functions.  The first is a place for home improvement professionals such as carpenters and plumbers to advertise their services for free.  The second is to provide a place for consumers to look for an appropriate home improvement professional for their needs.  Consumers will also be able to rate the contractors based on work provided by the individual.  

The intent is to make this a regional web site that serves a small geographic area.  This area served will match the geographic area served by the contractors advertising on the site.

My reasons for this web site are based on my experience in hiring home improvement contractors over the last ten years.  I have had both good and bad experiences with contractors, but think that an automated selection and screening tool would eliminate some of the bad experiences.   We often read restaurant reviews before spending $100 on a meal.  It seems to me that an unbiased review of a contractor is in order when you are contemplating spending $10,000 on a bathroom-remodeling project.

Main pages for the site

All pages for the site will be split into a left and right pane using frames.  The left pane will provide navigation for the site.  The right side will contain the site content.  Here is description of the major pages for the site:

Navigation page – this page contains a table with links to deliver content into the right side of  the frame.

Introduction page – this page will contain a description of the site. This will be the initial content page.

Choosing a contractor page – this page will describe the typical steps you should use in selecting a contractor for a home improvement project along with tips about how contractor central can assist in the selection process.

Home improvements how to – this page will provide general guidelines for any home improvement project including the planning process,  dealing with zoning boards,  choosing contractors and more.

Login page.  Consumers wishing to post contractor reviews or contractors wishing to advertise their services must login to the site.   The login page will distinguish between user and contractors and maintain a cookie to identify which is active for the site.  

Profile maintenance page - users will have the ability to update their Name, address and Email information.  Contractors will have the ability to update a description of the services they provide, along with how to contact them for questions or estimates.  A script will present a different form based on who is signed on (contractor or user).   On initial login, contractors will be added to the list of contractors defined to the system.

Search Page – this page will permit users to search for contractors based on specific criteria such as name, specialty(s) and locations served.   A results page will display contractors meeting the specified criteria, along with the means to review their work, view other reviews of the contractor, and provide the means to contact the contractor with questions or  a request for estimate.

Contractors page. –  This page will display a table of  all contractors defined to the site.  This will display

the same information returned from the Search page (without any screening or filtering). 

Review Entry Page.  From the contractor page, users will be able to select the review page, which will allow you to fill in a form to “review” the contractor in question.    

Review Summary page.  From the contractors’ page, users will be able to display a list of all reviews for each contractor.

Critial Elements

Well structured HTML – The main pages for the site are described above.  Many of these pages (Search results, forms) will be generated using Perl scripts.

Use of tables and frames – All pages in the site will be part of a frameset.  The left frame will provide site navigation and the right frame will provide the content.   The Contractors page (and contractors search results page) will be table based.   The navigation page and the Review summary page will also be table based. 

Overall Design and use of style sheets – A style sheet will be used to give the site a consistent look and feel throughout all pages on the site. Background color, Fonts, Heading colors, and <A> tags will all be defined in the cascading style sheet.

Javascript for Navagation and Validation – All form data will be validated using JavaScript.  This includes the profile maintenance page and the Review Entry page.

Perl CGI-Enabled content – This site will make extensive use of Perl Script.  Scripts will be used to maintain the list of contractors and users.  They will also be used to provide dynamic content based on the contents of the site (Contractors page and search results page)

The Server will maintain the following directory structure in order to maintain the database(s) of  contractors, users, and contrator reviews. 

/Root – Root directory for site will contain .HML and .CSS files.  “Root” will be the www folder for my userid on the Sun system at NYU.

/Root/cgi-gin – the cgi-bin directory will contain the perl scripts for generating dynamic content, login validation and searching.

/Root/contractors – the contractors directory will contain subdirectories for each contractor defined to the system.  Each directory will contain a .con file that describes the contractor details along with review files (.rev) for each contractor review.

/Root/users – this directory will contain a user file (.usr) for each user defined to the site.
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